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Introduction
This paper is part of the outcome of the project “Designing spoken corpora for cross-linguistic research” (CorTypo, ANR-12BSH2-0011).
The sections below give an overview of diﬀerent ways in which discourse participants can be refererred to in Movima.

Language information
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MOVIMA

Name and ISO code : Movima (MZP).
Speakers : about 500, most over 60 years old. All speakers are bilingual with Spanish. There are no ﬁrst-language learners of
Movima anymore.
Region : Bolivia, Beni Department, Santa Ana del Yacuma and a small diaspora in other settlements of the Beni department.
Classiﬁcation : isolate.
Status : Movima is seriously endangered, despite strong revitalization eﬀorts. There has been a gap in the acquisition of the
language of at least one generation (see above).
Main typological features : Head initial; no case or agreement marking; arguments pronouns/NPs are distinguished by their
position either “internal” or “external” to the predicate phrase; transitive clauses exhibit a direct-inverse alternation, with the
“internal” argument usually higher in a referential hierarchy (person, animacy, topicality); limited noun-verb distinction on the
syntactic level (only possessed nouns can NOT function as main-clause predicates); no copula; reference is established through
dedicated “referential elements” (articles, pronouns, demonstratives), which indicate humanness (male/female), plurality,
spatial and temporal categories; morphology is agglutinating, mainly suﬃxing, but also with reduplicative and inﬁxing
morphemes; compounding and incorporation is frequent.
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Functions in the domain of Reference for the language Movima (Amerindian isolate)
bound pronoun

Deﬁnition

Bound pronouns, which can be proclitic (ﬁrst person) and enclitic (all persons except ﬁrst singular) are used
for "given" referents. Like all referential elements, third-person bound pronouns specify the referent for
inherent (human m/f vs. non-human, plural) and spatial (present vs. absent) categories. Bound pronouns
replace RPs, but do not "agree" or cross-refer with them, at least not in the basic, predicate initial
construction.

Construction

Bound pronouns are encliticized either "internally ( = )" or "externally ( -- )" to the preceding element. The
bound pronouns of 1st person consist of a consonant alone and are encliticized to a preceding vowel; when
there is no preceding vowel-ﬁnal word, they take a preceding /i/.

Constraints

Internally encliticized bound pronouns attach to syntactically transitive verbs (as PROX argument) and to
nouns (as possessor).
Externally encliticized bound pronouns attach to the predicate phrase (which may include an internal
encliticized bound pronoun if transitive), where they mark S (on intransitives) or OBV (on transitives).

Contrasts

Bound pronouns are distinguished from free pronouns because of their monosyllabic form. Only the feminine
forms (isne, i´ne after consonants) are morphologically identical.

entity deixis

Deﬁnition

Demonstatives indicate the usual categories marked by other referential elements (humanness/sex, number,
presence, absence, ceased existence/location). For present referents, they mark: close to speaker, close to
hearer, visible (standing, not standing, elevated, approaching, retreating) near and far, or otherwise
perceivable (here, the distal elevated form is used). Demonstratives function as predicates, as pronouns, or as
determiners (with an encliticized =s). When cooccurring with a lexical predicate, they imply progressive or
imperfective aspect, and the "ceased existence" form marks perfective aspect.

Construction

A demonstrative preceding an RP is a demonstrative predicate; a demonstrative directly preceding a content
word marks imperfective aspect; a demonstrative with an encliticized =s preceding a content word is a
determiner and encodes deictic reference.

Contrasts

Demonstratives contrast with free personal pronouns through their morphological form.

free pronoun

Deﬁnition

Free personal pronouns refer to "given" discourse participants. In the "pronominal construction", where the
pronoun refers to OBV, the referent was introduced immediately before. When referring to PROX, the pronoun
takes up the main protagonist after some other referent intervened. Free pronouns referring to S oscillate
between these functions and may have one or the other function. When prosodically prominent, free pronouns
usually mark contrast.

Construction

When occurring in the "pronominal construction", where they encode the OBV argument, free pronouns are
predicates. Elsewhere, they occur in left- or right dislocation, not aﬀecting clausal syntax.

Contrasts

Free personal pronouns diﬀer from bound pronouns in that they are always disyllabic and phonologically
independent.

locative deixis
Deﬁnition

Demonstrative adverbs refer to locations. The adverb ney ´here´ marks deﬁniteness when following an
article.

Construction

Any demonstrative can be turned into an adverb by preﬁxing the oblique marker nV- to it. Some
demonstrative adverbs, however, have a non-composite form and meaning: n-ey (from n+ay ´at this´) -->
´here´, no-koldé ´over there (visible)´ (lit. ´at the non-standing distal one´), n-osdé ´over there (farther
away)´ (source unclear).

referential phrase

Deﬁnition

The RP consists minimally of a determiner followed by a content word. The determiner can be an article or a
demonstrative. The determiner is marked by the ending /s/, often lenised to [h], and it indicates
humanness/sex, number, and spatio- temporal features of the referent. The content word can be a noun or a
verb. It can be followed by a headed relative clause (marked with di´). All kinds of particles (including TAME)
can occur inside the RP, especially between the determiner and the content word. The content word inside the
RP shares the features of a relative clause, including antipassivization and the subordinate negation pattern;
therefore, the RP is syntactically a DP, i.e. a determiner to which the predication is subordinated. The function
of the RP is to refer to a lexically speciﬁed entity.

Construction

An RP is formed by a determiner (article or demonstrative + =s) followed by a content word. Particles or
pauses can intervene.

09/01/2018 à 15:33

4 sur 4

zero argument encoding

Deﬁnition

The S/OBV argument often remains unexpressed. The reasons still need to be investigated. Since OBV usually
represents a nontopical participant, it seems likely that its non-expression occurs when its identity is known or
not relevant.

Construction

If an intransitive main-clause predicate (noun or verb) that is not preceded by a determiner (with which it
forms an RP), a relativizer (di´), or a free pronoun (which is the predicate of the pronominal construction) is
not followed by a pronoun or RP representing S, this means that the S of the predicate is unexpressed. The
same is true for OBV of a transitive predicate under the same circumstances (a transitive predicate being
deﬁned by the presence of the direct or inverse marker and the absence of an incorporated argument or the
valence-decreasing particle).
In embedded clauses, zero argument encoding can be seen when a nominalized (state/event) transitive
predicate is not followed by an externaly cliticized bound pronoun or an unclitized RP; S, however, is always
realized in an embedded clause (at least if the predicate is not a pronoun), since the nominalized predicate of
an embedded clause is possessed.

Contrasts

Zero encoding, the non-expression of an argument, contrasts with the zero marker that indicates the ﬁrst
person singular PRX/possessor. The latter stands in paradigmatic opposition with overt person markers and
has a unique referent.
Zero encoding may not be confounded with the "gapping" of the S/OBV argument in relativization (in RPs,
headed relative clauses, and the pronominal construction), where it is represented by the referential element
or RP preceding the predicate.
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